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From Achen’s desk

“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny,
and now the time comes when we shall
redeem our pledge...At the stroke of the
midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will
awake to life and freedom. A moment comes,
which comes but rarely in history, when we
step out from the old to the new, when an age
ends, and when the soul of a nation, long
suppressed, finds utterance" (Jawaharlal
Nehru ) !

The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.
(Thomas Jeffersonz)

The theme in our lectionary for August 15th,
India’s Independence Day, is “Meaningful
freedom through Justice.” The Gospel reading
for that day (Luke 6:20-26) is on the blessings
of those who are poor, hungry, and weeping,
and the woes for those who are rich, full, and
happy. The Mar Thoma Church has always
been active in the poalitical, social, and
economic aspects of society, as we try to help
establish the Kingdom of God here on earth.

Our freedom from sin came at a great cost, the
blood of our Lord Jesus the Christ. Also there
is a great price, eternal valiance. We must
constantly be on guard against all forms of sin,
including social, political, and economic.
Remember, ‘No one is free when others are
oppressed.’

Juhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan (Mar Thoma
XVIIl) who was the Head of the Mar Thoma
Church from 1947- 1976, actively participated
in social and political arenas. When Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi declared Emergency
(on June 26, 1975), Juhanon Mar Thoma sent
a letter to the Prime Minister arguing for the
restoration of democracy. He was the only
Indian Christian leader to do such a brave
thing. His motto was, “The Church must be
interested where human life is interested.” ® He
is also remembered for providing the church
with the motto ‘Lighted to Lighten.’

His efforts and those of the people that he
inspired, made a great impact on Indian society
not only then, but even now.

“In 1947, we gained victory in India’s first
Freedom Movement. In 1977, we gained
victory in India’s second Freedom Movement.
I compliment Mar Thoma Church for its
contribution to both victories.” These were the
words spoken by Shri L.K. Advani, Leader of
the Opposition (Lok Sabha), during a speech

that he gave for a function to celebrate the
91st birthday of Rt. Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar
Chrysostom, Valia Metropolitan, in
Kottayam on April 26, 2008*

We are “Lighten To Lighten.” We are to use
the freedom we enjoy to make sure that
everyone is free and that all people enjoy
real justice. Those around us, whether
Christian or non-Christian must see that we
are a force for positive change for all people.
When non-Christians acknowledge the
positive things we have done in the Name of
Our Lord, then the Gentiles have ‘who lived
in a land of deep darkness, on them light has
shined.’

While a lot has been done to improve the life
of people in India, there is still a lot more to
do.

While being proud of the economic, social
and political achievements made over the
last six decades, we cannot in all honesty
turn a blind eye to the hard realities of our
country. Our economic prosperity has
certainly earned us a membership in the
global economic club, but it has terribly failed
to percolate down to those living on the
peripheries of society. It is a matter of
serious concern that India still houses nearly
300 millions of people living below poverty
line. Although we may have created world-
class education and health institutions, we
still have a long way to go before we can
ensure quality education and health services
to large sections of the population,
particularly to the poor and the marginalized.
Let us have no illusion. There can be no
peace without justice and no development
without peace. - Cardinal Topgo, Archbishop
of Ranchi & President, CBCI

May God empower all of us to continue to
work to give all people meaningful peace
through justice. The true peace and justice
that only Jesus the Christ can provide.

“Remember it is God who controls the
destiny of the people of the nation. He looks
for the people to be sent to establish peace
and harmony in the disturbed environment.
Let the spirit of the reconciliation prevail.
May God bless our country and its leaders.” 6

Yours in Christ
Rev. Shibi Abraham
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Onam celebrations by Summer BBQ by the
the Choir ” Choir

The choir members organised a
barbeque early this month. Pictures
have been posted on the website.

On the 30th August we will be celebrating
Onam festivities at the St. Barnabas Church,
Coventry - CV6 5EZ - starting at 10 am, and
going on till 4pm. The day will start with
games / sports - traditional onam games
such as Uriyadi, vadam valli etc - followed
by an onasadhya, and finally a cultural
programme. Families are encouraged to
participate in all activities. The price
structure is as below:

Children under 6 : free, .
Children6-16 : GBP 5/ person, The—Chon'
Adults : GBP 10/ person,

Adults > 65 . Free. What is a choir

Should you wish for any clarification in the

matter kindly email me? A body of singers who perform together is

| anticipate your continued and valued called a choir. The term is very often
support to such gatherings and create an applled to groups affiliated with a church.
atmosphere filled with happiness,
togetherness and dependability amongst all. Choirs are often led by a conductor or
choirmaster.
Modit Monsi.
Most often choirs consist of four sections
intended to sing in four part harmony, but
A Poem there is no limit to the number of possible
] parts as long as there is a singer available
Happiness to sing the part.Choirs can sing with or

without instrumental accompaniment.
Happiness is as bright as a rainbow.

Happiness sounds like bird tweeting.
Happiness smells like perfume rushing
through the air.

Happiness looks like two children
running to the ice cream man.
Happiness tastes like ice cream
melting in my mouth.

Happiness feels like you have brought
acar.

By Chithira Rachel Abraham (9)

The Hermon mar Thoma Church choir
dedication service is on the 13" Sept 08.

Please come along and enjoy the treat the
choir have for us. They have been
practising for some time.



Secretary’s advice

Dear members,

The Bible encourages us to spend time
constructively. Ants are little creatures that
are wise because they prepare food in
summer for the winter. They are wise in
making most of every opportunity in
gathering food for the winter.

The world lures us into worthless things that
steal our time and money leaving us in
misery and pain. The Bible encourages us
to spend to be wise in spending time
constructively for God.

James had written his public exam. During
summer holidays he and his friends spent
time in finding out the various courses, the
colleges offered and applied for them. In the
evening, he played cricket and watched TV
programmes. Later all his friends started
going to universities and at that time there
was an advertisement in the newspaper
asking those who were interested in
Defence Academy to apply. It was a
recruitment exam to select the students to
train them to the most honoured job of
guarding their nation. James and his friends
applied. His friends began to concentrate
with their college studies and got busy with
them. They forgot they had applied for the
Defence recruitment and failed to prepare
for it. The day of the recruitment came.
Many wrote the exam but when the results
were published only James had passed the
exams. All his friends were surprised and
asked him, “Hey! James, how is that you
alone passed the exam and when did you
prepare for it?” He replied, “During the
summer holidays, in the month of July and
August, | trained myself in writing
competitive exams such as this. | did not go
for any special coaching but | used the
summer vacation productively.”

Dear members, James were wise, spent his
time in a constructive manner, and reaped
the reward for his labour. When we spend
our time doing things that please Him and
seizing every opportunity to bring glory to
His name, God will reward us. Yes, God will
reward us immensely. Let us (Hermon Mar
Thoma Church members) spent our time
wisely this summer.

V.V.Abraham
Secretary

Notices

Dear Hermon Mar Thoma Church

Members,

This afternoon there will be a meeting in
the South and North ends of the church.
Children will be baptised at both ends.

Tuesday at 4 P.M. there will be an ice
cream social. Will those bringing the milk,
please come early.

Wednesday the Ladies Literary Society
will meet. Mrs. Mathew will read out "Put
Me In My Little Bed" which will be
debated.

Thursday at 5 P.M. there will be a meeting
of the Little Mothers Club. All wishing to
become Little Mothers will please be
prepared to look after the kids.

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask
Mrs. Hen Rye to come forward and
distribute eggs to all

The service will close with "Little Drops of
Water." One of the ladies will start quietly
and the rest of the congregation will join
her.

On Sunday, a special collection will be
taken to defray the expenses of the new
carpeting. All wishing to do something on
the carpet, please come forward.

This evening at 7 P.M. there will be a
hymn singing in the park across from the
Church. Bring a blanket and come
prepared to croon & chant.

Secretary




Useful contacts
Rev: Shibi Abraham:
07943818819
01612232199

Dr Sunny Thomas
0121 308 1200

Mr V V Abraham
0773 721 6172
0247 632 7334

Dr Simon ldiculla
01902 380 363

Sevika Sangam
Marykutty Thomas
0121 772 8697

Sunday school
Susan Abraham
0247 632 7334

Special Greetings this month

Birthday greetings to

Steffielsa Shaji, Achsah Thomas, Modit Monsi,
Sunitha San, Sam Thomas, Monisha Susan Kurian, §
Steven Thomas Shaji, Sunny Thomas,
Sunila Viji, Chithira Rachel Abraham

B08/08/02 12:28

Wedding Anniversary greetings to Mathew Samuel & Jessy Mathew

Congratulations on the Wedding of
Arun Abraham George to Kylie being held at St James Hill Church on the 7" Aug08

Sunday school

At 3:30pm every 2™ and 4™ Saturdays at the Church.
Teachers and assistants are required as our Sunday school grows with
many in different age groups

Other announcements

Forthcoming Events:

Annual Conference 8" 9™ & 10™ Aug08

Choir Dedication Day : 13" Sept08
Elections of new office Bearers : 27" Sept 08
Sevika sangam day : 27" Sept 08
Harvest Festival 25" Oct08
Vacation Bible School for Kids to be advised
Sunday school Dedication Day : NOVEMBER
Convention : To Be Advised
Christmas Carol Service 13" Dec08

Changes to the above will be made based on availability of the Church Hall & holidays

Have a wonderful summer break...
Yours in prayer
Hermon Marthoma Church Committee



